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Project Overview To create a piece of community art that will be incorporated within the 

development of a new community centre in Wybourn.  

 

The created piece of work will both reflect and involve the Wybourn 

community. 

Background Great Places are a social housing organisation who, with close to 1200 

properties in the area, have a significant presence in Wybourn. Great 

Places work in Wybourn is more than just being a landlord, we have a 

commitment to enhancing the life chances of both the tenants in our 

properties and the wider community. To this extent we are building a 

new community centre/apartment complex on Manor Oaks Rd, in the 

heart of Wybourn. Work onsite started in February 2021.  

 

The new development comprises 2 blocks, containing 12 apartments 

and ground floor community centre. The development is located at the 

heart of Wybourn – the area’s family centre and main primary school 

are a short distance away on the same road – and it is intended that the 

community centre will be the focal point of the neighbourhood. From it 

a diverse and exciting range of community outreach, wellbeing, 

education and engagement activities will be provided by local partners.   

 

The new community centre will replace an existing community hub, The 

Corner House, which is owned by Great Places and managed by a 

steering group comprising local community members.  

 

It is envisaged that the new Community Centre will be a community 

owned and run asset.  Great Places and other local stakeholders will 

participate in supporting the Community Centre’s ongoing development 

but local community members will be at the heart of any future actions.  

Rationale  The local community are to be an integral part of the Community 

Centre’s development and future. As such ensuring their input and 

influence can be witnessed on the Centre’s physical being right from the 

start is essential. Community members have been consulted as part of 

the development’s wider design but it is intended that in creating a 

piece of community art to which they have contributed will establish a 

visual reminder that this centre is theirs.       

Budget £10,000 has been allocated by Great Places to support the production of 

the research, engagement, design, materials and installation of the 

artwork.  
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Objectives  

 

• To produce a visually satisfying piece of work that fits with wider 

development’s design 

• To produce a piece of artwork that engenders a sense of ownership 

from the Wybourn community. 

What way do we 

want consumers 

to feel/think  

 

• “This reflects us and is our community centre” 

• “This reflects Wybourn’s  character” 

• “Wybourn’s future is positive, we also have a rich history” 

• “Wybourn is a united community” 

Brief 

 

Artists and designers are invited to propose a concept for a mosaic 

piece of work to be positioned either/and on the wall leading to the 

Centre entrance and on the external walls leading from Manor Oaks 

Road. The proposal should also indicate how the artist would engage 

the local community to both input into the artwork design and be 

involved with its practical creation.  

The artwork should help engender a sense of ownership and reflect 

not just the physical character of the area but the cultural character 

and aspirations of local people. The Building/Community Centre is to 

be dedicated to the memory of long serving Councillor Patricia 

Midgley who worked in Wybourn and was an enthusiastic supporter 

on this project. Sadly Pat passed away in March 2020.  

Details of what is required within an Expression of Interest can be 

found later in this document.  
 

Other 

considerations  

 

Materials and Planning Considerations  

There is strict planning guidance in place to ensure the artwork is 

sympathetic to both the design of the development and the local area, a 

busy residential area.  For your reference, pictures and plans of the local 

area and the development design are included in the appendix 

 

The artwork would need to be sensitive to the planned brickwork for the 

building, feeling part of the architecture rather than an add on. The 

accompanying document provides details of this brickwork. Where 

artistically appropriate the artwork should attempt to include emerald 

green in the colour scheme. This was Councillor Patricia Midgley’s 

favourite colour.  

 

The materials should be robust and suitable for a public arena. The 

completed artwork should require minimal maintenance, be able to 

withstand elements and continue to look good for years to come. 
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It is a planning stipulation that details of the proposed piece of artwork 

are submitted to the Planning authority within six months of the ground 

work commencing on the site. Ground work started at the end of 

February 2021. The art work should be installed before the building is 

occupied. This is currently estimated to be March 2022.  

 

Community Involvement  

Central to the development of the new Community Centre is the 

principle that it is to be the Wybourn community’s space. They are and 

will be encouraged to take ownership of it, both on a practical and 

emotional level. The design of the building has involved a series of 

consultation exercises with the Corner House steering group as well as 

wider consultation opportunities with the wider community. Continuing 

that process, the local community’s involvement and input into the 

fashioning of this community art mosaic is integral. This takes two forms; 

its design creation and its practical creation.   

 

A proposal should outline how the artist would involve the local 

community in this process. To support the artist, Great Places and 

Manor and Castle Development Trust staff will assist in facilitating 

introductions to community stakeholders and, where required, assist in 

engaging the community via their existing networks.  

 

Wybourn History and Future  

Wybourn has a rich history. Close by is Sheffield Manor Lodge, many 

roads bear names relating to the Maltravers family whilst the area’s 

workforce is historically linked to Sheffield’s steel industry. Whilst this is 

important the artwork should also focus on present day Wybourn, the 

community this encompasses and the future aspirations they should 

have for the area.  

 

Work with the Developers 

Tanbry Construction are the developers of the site. Great Places will act 

as liaison between the chosen artist and Tanbry to ensure the time 

scales for installing the artwork fit with Tanbry’s wider construction 

process.   

 

Support and Management 

Felix Dyer, Community and Partnerships Manger at Great Places will be 

your main contact, assisting you and having responsibility for the 

management of the project to completion. We have good links with 

stakeholders so can advise and facilitate introductions where required. 
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Timeframe 

 

• Artist submissions for work: by 16th April 2021 

• Interviews of artists will take place: by 14th May 2021 

• Appointment of artist:  by 21st May 2021  

• Programme of research and community engagement, building 

towards the presentation of a detailed proposal of the artwork to 

Great Places and partners, and the local community: by 3rd 

September 

• Refinement following feedback and completion of final proposed 

piece of artwork. Submission to the Planning authority: by 1st 

October 2021 

• Creation of artwork, incorporating community involvement  

• Installation of artwork: Date to be agreed in consultation with 

Tanbry Construction, but to be completed before building 

occupation. 

 

Selection Process  

Expression of 

Interest 

To register an expression of interest please send by email: 

• A statement, max 1000 words which sets out: 

• Your approach to this project 

• Your experience of undertaking similar work 

• How you would work with the community and the 

commissioning and partner bodies  

• How you would offer value for money 

• Confirmation of necessary insurances and DBS check. If the 

latter is not held, your willingness to undergo this check. 

• Six images of your work that are relevant to this project.  

• An outline of budget including design, consultation, project 

management and material costs  

• A copy of your CV, including details of two referees 

 

Please send this to: felix.dyer@greatplaces.org.uk 

Selection Criteria 

 

Artists’ expressions of interest will be judged against the following 

criteria: 

• Creative response to the brief – 30% 

• Ability to engage and work with local community – 30% 

• Quality and suitability of past work – 20%  

• Value for money – 20% 
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Interview  The four top scoring artists will be invited to interview in April/May 

2021 (exact date TBC).  

 

They will give short presentation about their approach to this work (15 

mins) and then answer questions form the panel (45 mins). 
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Appendix:  

 

Manor Oaks Road development. Community Centre ground floor in building on left.  

Red squares indicates entrance area and external walls. 
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Community Centre on ground floor. Red boxes indicate entrance area and external walls. 
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Development site plan. Community Centre located on left side 

 

 

Ground Floor Plan. Community Centre on left – Block 1 
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Elevation of Block 1 – Community Centre on ground floor.  

Entrance where community artwork will be in centre.  


