
DesignLab Nation: Call for inspirational and creative Designers 
   
Museums Sheffield has teamed up with the V&A to deliver the exciting national schools programme- 
DesignLab Nation. The programme aims to inspire the next generation of designers, makers and 
innovators, support young people to develop the 21st century skills and continue Sheffield’s legacy for 
innovation.  
 
We are looking for an innovative designer/design team to lead 4 in-depth design projects for 
local Secondary schools. The designer should ideally be based in Sheffield or the South 
Yorkshire area, or be willing to travel.  
 
We are particularly interested in hearing from designers with an interest in Asian metalwork, surface 
design or Sheffield’s historic metal industry. The designers need to be able to inspire young people, 
allowing them to learn about and engage with Sheffield’s industrial design heritage. We are keen to 
work with designers from different areas of the design industry; you don’t have to work in metal! 
 
Designers need to be able to; 
  

x make links between their own design practice and 
the metalwork collection at Millennium Gallery, 
Sheffield. This may be through the use of materials, 
technical processes or design mentality.  

x organise, plan and schedule accordingly.  
x preferably have experience in leading creative 

workshops with schools, if not they must not be 
daunted by this prospect!  

We have adapted the programme to be delivered either online/remotely or with social distancing in 
place either in schools, at the Millennium Gallery or another suitable venue in Sheffield. 
 
Project planning and delivery will run from February to December 2021. We will work with 4 schools in 
total during this time. Each school will have four full day workshops or equivalent. In each project we 
will work with approximately 25-30 students, aged 11-16 (Key Stages 3 /4) and their teachers.   
 
Fees: 30.5 days work @ £235.00 per day so £7167.50 in total.  
 
If you are interested, please contact both:  
 
Laura Travis, Head of Learning and Participation, Museums Sheffield, Laura.Travis@museums-
sheffield.org.uk 
 
Kate Kennedy, Learning Producer: DesignLab Nation, V&A, ka.kennedy@vam.ac.uk 
 
Please provide a copy of your CV/Portfolio and a detailed summary of how you meet the above 
criteria by midday Monday 11 January 2021. Virtual interviews will be held w/c 18 Jan 2021.  
 
If you have any queries Laura Travis will be available on the 22 Dec and 6 Jan. To arrange a 
conversation please email laura.travis@museums-sheffield.org,uk 
 
Please note: A satisfactory DBS Disclosure will be required prior to taking up appointment of this role. 
 


